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The iskn story 
iskn started with an invention that 
revolutionizes the way we interact with the 
digital world.
The story began five years ago at CEA-Leti, a laboratory in Grenoble that 
specializes in electronics and microtechnologies. 
Timothée Jobert, a user experience specialist, and Jean-Luc Vallejo, head 
of the user experience innovation department, were thinking about how 
objects in our everyday lives can be used to interact with the digital world 
as effortlessly as possible. 

Early on, an idea emerged for a magnetic ring whose motions could be 
tracked by a network of magnetic sensors. Tristan Hautson, an embedded 
systems engineer, joined the team, and was able to provide proof of 
concept in just a few months. 

First proof of concept provided by Tristan Hautson →
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A Successful Crowdfunding Campaign
On September 10, 2013, a Kickstarter campaign was launched 
with the goal of raising $35,000 in one month. The iSketchnote 
project ended up raising nearly ten times that amount, or 
$346,127. With more than 300 mentions in the press and over 
5,000 tweets, the project gained visibility and brought together 
a community of 2,500 supporters who stayed involved 
throughout the product development phase.

Three founders, one obsession: 
bringing physical objects back into 
the digital world 
The three men believed that tangible and digital elements 
could be combined in a complementary way to attain 
unparalleled scope and elicit specific emotion. So they decided 
to combine their complementary skills and continue the project 
by founding iskn on February 14, 2014. 
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Howard Marks Elle Mary Lynn Alexandra Peters Cort Theophanis Tsandilas Lucas Evans  Alejandro Lechuga Dennis Bray ABProved Hagay Daniel Simon Coulbeck Jordi Clare Hyam Christiaan Beukes De Wolf Tony Gary Myers Stuart Copeland Veronika Hanakova Steel Torres Denise Findlay Matt Ellis DABSquared Marja Konttinen Carmela Preciado Parkin 

Dadog Fernando Lagraña Alexander Rindle Garry Stiegman Hong Wei Mathias Hädrich Jo In Seog emele Thijs van Dokkum Yvonne Budden Bryce N. McPherson Henner Juan Quezada ChengYen Chuang Andrew Senior benacchio norbert Ben Popoola Ken Kosakoff Paul Moorehead Mark Searle Salim Karim Ryan Melaugh Marius Duvsethe Emanuel Patrignani 

Mark Standish Dag Henrik Bråtane Victor Arnez Kevin Trimble THOMAS Oliver Bogler Ekaterina Strizhova lane knauff Grace Ng Peter Remsen Shaun Takenouchi Damien Mckenna Arielle Rochette Aleem Hooda Jonas Eberle Eric Breiland David Greenberg Anthony Zappala John-Paul DeBauge Cosmin Stejerean Jana El Husseini Kyaw Zin Htet Wayne 

Aroozoo Fuad Abri Jay Runquist Frederic MARTIN Robert Rodriguez Jack Vaughn M Straaten Pier Filippo d'Acquarone Bibi Ally Justin Goldstein Ake Jongvanich Avoka Uk Dion Almaer Peter Frankenberg Nikolay Belousov Davis Gavin Allan Jerald Cheong marty2cros Jeanne Bernard Sally Scott Anguish Mamta Datwani Harry Audrey Leprince Leigh Reyes 

Matthew Armstrong Jason Michele berrut Mathieu Chuat Todd Levin Marcelo Sebastien de Rivaz Xavier Priour Deon Ofori Luca Marcantognini Ali Bachrouch Milan van Bruggen Robert Joscelyne Marko Markolovic Rob Greenhill Alfred Schluchter Sparklette Andrew Kerr T K Ng Kurt Tait Chih Robin Ewers Chan Chung Sun Anthony Porrazza Laura 

Christman gravinay Innovation Factory Alan JOST Gareth Renaud Stuart Sackler Dean Meyers David Crellen Rigneau gabriela loyo Peter Kuo Reza Ordoubadi SABATIER Darrell Gebhard Anthony Arnopoulos Andrew Arnopoulos Gwenaël Jacquet Edward  Gina Howard Bao Chen Sim Kahran Singh Martin Hesslund Tetsu Okano Prasong Mahachitsattaya 

Oleg Tsvetkov Paul Barmsen Ashley Jefferies Bryan Cook Sylvan Morley Geir Tim Chiu Tin Lam David Hylander Shishir Ranjan Steve Whitby Gilberto Rodrigues George A Vina Tony Adams rmarvell Kathryn  V. Fields Michael Scarpelli Benny Khoo Andre Jones Duy Nguyen Ade Elizabeth mead trisha Jess Hon Mårten Olsson Sascha Rolfsen Walter Tuttlebee 

RIVIER Pascale Sophy Un Matteo Kubacz Wenbin Li Torsten Hasforth Liz Dovey Hasan PORTE Florian Rod B Mon mark shuter Jim Griffiths Paul Tulonen Marijo Readey albert canals Chris Nicotra Timo Lemburg Tom Walker Mario Ciaramellano Joseph E King Billy Soh Patrick jacob mortensen Stefano Salvadori Dan Smart Benoit Gilon Benjamin Berkman 

roland Ernest Ong Jared Silvey Corinne Nederlof Victor Joukov Andres Dandler Mark Hooghwerff PF Anderson Rush Piotr Poznański Pierre Sandra Wheeler Ertveld Vincent paul mangham Neale Fetterly Terry Foster erick beebe Kevin Mills Agathe Battestini Lorna Goulden Manuel Dornbusch Steven Ogilvie otoniel hernandez Peter Galindo Tony Cary 

Campbell Martin Hillesheimer Moobs Robert Bacchas Ryan mugford Dubel Marcel Wizenberg James Zabinski James Clack Chuck Rumbolt Sara Kennen otter9 SHEN BAIYUE Jane Kelly David Cole Graeme Ogilvie Robert Provenzano Brian Will SuM Alan Peden Edwin Vincent Acevedo Francisco Pestana De Vasconcelos Derrick C. Brown Musho Genshin Paul 

Beltrand Urra Joel Parker Henderson Ronald Angle Vitor Yukio Yonekura Rod Hankel Michael Metzger Kara Smith Valentina Caicedo Richard Hebert Garrett Demetrius Bazos Elyse Salberg Paul Godsil Jacob White Janet Sheung diala chinedu m Gregor Patorski Andreas Zimmer David Lee David Novogrodsky edwin casey Combier Fabienne Samuel Bratton John 

Paffett Benedikt Knust Wolfgang Fischer Giacomo Danieli GrayEminence Hans Farah Kodeih blowback Manuel larue Norbies Takeyama Raymond Crowther Rick Morse Rebecca Riley Fareed Khan Matt Cecilia Kjellman Jennie Hodgen FŪZ Designs Mike Kenichi Hasegawa Tim Storm S. Dirk Schafer & Tyson Cline Felix Just Bob Shaw Oscar Lovnér John Erb-

Downward Kevin Duffy Jennifer Weston Erik Bjorklund MACHIN Dan 'Berli' Brown Jason Power Cathe Ray Don O’Shea Barry Cooper Julian Chang Nicolas Garin SR Phyllis Norberg Mark Shorney Arthur Crook Dylan Wei Pablo Arroyo Chris Grainger Chris Horii Thom Hall JAP Bartlett pna David Kirsten Wilson Y T Teo James Borrenpohl Martin Lieb 

Isaac Seoane Pujol Saket Vora Sara Demmin Michael Zarembski Philip Lambert E Joseph B. Michael Grove Alex Ticas Masami Mitsuhashi Johan Schreiner Marcin brian boyle Erick Lesieur Har ald Matthias Russegger Gwenvael Le Seach Corbyn Walker Doty Charles foster E Clark Christian Ahlers Jimmy Boone Sabine Sapia Gerald Pechanek Antoine Senepin 

Ozer Sancak Richard Hiebl David Geffen Ming Barbara Cassetta Darshan Bathija Jean-Philippe Gervais Piet de Jong gilmoro A. D. Ben Belden JASON CHANG Sam Moffatt Thomas Allard KreativeVision Jae Chang Dennis Paiz-Ramirez Adam Finer Aaron Scott Clark Gustavo Maçães Huzefa Ishaki Huzefa Ishaki Mike Josh Murray Mohammed Yassin Hakim 

Bernardin Ocol Joël Bleuse Mauriz Trautmann Urs Nyffenegger Susan Swartz Steve Avery dominique mille Yoshihiro Sasaki Driss Drissi Eric J Julie Sutton Ike Okonkwo James Chipley David Sparks rod Michael Trowby Brockman Bob Warwick Erik Dahlman Chenxi Meng Graham Staniforth Kirk Bradley Lorri Simpson Lane Phillip Humphreys Igor Ivanov 

Stefan Helwig Jennifer Campney Jody kuczek Betsy Filson Vinay Alan Botvinick Lee Jun Lin Brian Tibbot Vincent Oddo John Hazan Leonard@TM aaron Churchill Marc Katz Lucinda Clarke Fareeha Siddiqui Thomas Wichterman Pieter van Osch Burak Öçlü Amy Moore edmund sim Ian Leaver Christer Westman Toby Kwan Johan Nilsson Mo      

 ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  K ickstar ter  Ed it ion September  10th -  October  10th ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  ✮  

THANK YOU BACKERS 
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A unique French company
Founded and based in Grenoble, globally recognized as one 
of the most innovative cities, iskn has developed a unique, 
highly-advanced technology based on 20 different patents. 
This expertise was acquired after only five years of research 
at CEA-Leti. 

Support from stable, 
high-profile investors
In late 2014, following the undisputed success of its 
crowdfunding campaign and the technology’s enormous 
potential, iskn was able to raise over $2 million from high-
profile investors such as Xavier Niel (Kima Ventures); Pascal 
Cagni, former General Manager and Vice-President of Apple 
Europe; Partech Ventures; and CEA Investissement.

← First Slate that left the factory, ready to ship
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iskn presents the Slate
Give digital life to your paper 
creations!
The Slate is a writing surface that allows 
pen-and-paper enthusiasts to digitize their drawings, 
sketches, and notes. Use any type of sketchpad or an 8½” 
× 11” sheet of paper. (The Slate’sactive area measures 
roughly 5¾” x 8¼”.) Enjoy the way that the Pen glides 
over the paper thanks to the flexible writing surface. The 
surface’s special coating holds the paper in place! 
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Capture the moment 
anytime, anywhere
Designed for ultramobility 
The Slate follows the user anywhere, anytime—no 
restrictions. Lightweight and compact (under 14 ounces 
and less than ⅜” thick), it fits easily into your bag.

Enjoy total freedom in “Screenless” mode 
In “Screenless” mode, the Slate can be used without an 
iPad thanks to its long battery life and internal storage 
capacity. Use the Slate anywhere you go and transfer 
your creations once you get home.
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$159 including clips*  

the Slate
After selling all the Color Edition packs, the new Slate adorns 
a deep black look. Very elegant, clean lines, the new Slate is 
inspired by the classic pupil’s writing tablet. More discrete but 
always revealing creativity, the Slate is the perfect companion 
for all artists / creative and pen-and-paper lovers. 

*page 13
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the Ring
To keep using your favorite drawing tools, iskn invented the Ring. 
The ring is a magnetic device that makes all your favorite pencils 
and pens compatible with the Slate.
Moving from one pencil to the next, the Ring breathes new life 
into your drawing kit, instantly adding a magical digital dimension 
when you slip it on. Pencils, markers, pens, and calligraphy 
markers can all be used with the Slate. 

Pens and pencils brands compatible with the Ring   : Faber 
Castell®, Stabilo®, Bic®, Papermate®, Maped®, Pentel®, Caran 
d’Ache®, Tombow® (non-exhaustive list).

$19.90
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Classic pens with a digital twist
the iskn pens have no battery or electronics – just 
a simple silver ring designed for comfort and digital 
power. 
The Pen with a built-in Ring were designed for 
ultimate comfort in everyday use. The perfect blend 
of ergonomics and digital technology for the most 
demanding doodlers, they use high-quality ink refills.

$19.90

the Pen
Elegant style, high perfomance
« The Pen has a square-shaped part like a Conté 
crayon, a traditional French drawing tool, and a 
round part like an ordinary pen. » 
— Christophe Chedal-Anglay, designer of the Slate
Its cubic shape and elongated ridges with soft 
textures merge with softness, elegance and 
dynamism.
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$9.90

Clips
For artists who demand performance. The clips 
allow you to attach your paper to the Slate and 
let your penstrokes fly without hesitation.
The box comes with 4 clips.
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How does the Slate work?

You draw with your own pen or pencil 
which is enhanced with a magnet ring. 1

2

3
Your sketches and notes are imme-
diately transferred to your screen. 

Enhance your creations with the Ima-
gink application and share them with 
your friends in the blink of an eye.

32 magnometers track the position, 
orientation and tilt angle of the ring in 
3D space (X,Y,Z) with high precision.
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� Soft-touch surface allows for comfortable  
 use and holds paper in place
� Circuit board and battery
� ABS plastic shell

The heart of technology

Core
32-bit 180MHz STM32F4 microcontroller
32 low-power 3-axis magnetometers
One3-axis accelerometer

Data
USB : microUSB v2.0
Bluetooth Low Energy 4.0

Battery
Over 10 hours of use
Non-removable LiPo 1000mAh battery 
/ rechargeable via USB (by computer)
Standby mode: up to 2 months

Memory
Internal: 4 MB (approx. 50 pages)
Extensible with micro SD card up to 32 GB (approx. 800,000 
pages) 
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Technical Specifications of 
the Slate
Dimensions and weight
Length: 9.7 in
Width: 7.3 in
Thickness: 0.4 in
Weight : 13.8 oz
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Imagink lets you choose brushes that recreate the 
expressiveness of drawing. It resembles the feel of the 
medium and conveys the emotion of hand-drawn lines.

Imagink is compatible with all iPads (except iPad 1 and iPad 
2), iPhone (starting from 6 and 6+), Mac (starting from OSX 
10.10 Yosemite) and PC (starting from Windows 7).
The iskn team is working to develop a new app for Android 
devices. It’s coming soon!

The Imagink App,
Designed to enhance your creativity 
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The Imagink App is now 
available on PC and Mac
As of April 2016, the Imagink app lets you use the 
Slate directly on your PC or Mac computer. Just as 
intuitive and realistic as the iOS version, it allows all 
pen and paper lovers to select a panel of tools with 
unique rendering. 
The Imagink app was entirely conceived and 
designed by the iskn development team. It is just 
as suited for leisure and creative uses as it is for 
professional uses. Very easy to handle, it will evolve 
in time with new tools dedicated to 3D scene 
visualization as well as parallax effects.
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Imagink provides artists with a range 
of tools for creating a faithful, digital 
version of hand-drawn lines. From 
drawing pencils, markers, and pens  to 
paintbrushes, 3D airbrushes, and chisel-
tip markers, the Imagink app offers 
never-before-seen innovation that 
caters to users’ needs while meeting the 
demands of our evolving digital world. 
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Export your talent in the format of your 
choice: image, SVG, PSD, video.

Import an image from the Photos folder 
of your iPad directly to the main screen. 

Show your artistic streak.
Watch and share your creations with 
your community through video.

From paper to iPad to the Cloud, it’s 
now possible to access your creations 
directly on the Adobe Creative Cloud©. 
All your drawings, sketches, and notes are 
accessible anywhere, instantly updated on 
the desktop and mobile devices you use 
with the Adobe Creative suite. 

Adobe
Creative Cloud

Enhance your penstrokes by changing 
the color, opacity, and thickness of the 
lines.
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About
Iskn was founded in February 2014 by a 
multidisciplinary team specializing in electronic 
engineering and user experience.
Iskn’s mission is to combine the natural experience of 
tangible tools with the power of digital technology.
The company develops and markets the Slate, an 
innovative writing surface. This unique product lets you 
use any kind of paper and a wide range of drawing and 
writing tools. Made in France, the Slate is a product of 
French industrial excellence.
iskn’s disruptive technology is based on 20 patents 
and over 70 years of research and expertise in 
magnetism at the Alternative Energies and Atomic 
Energy Commission (CEA). iskn’s patented technology 
will soon be integrated into many devices with multiple 
applications.
“We are at the dawn of a paradigm shift, where the 
border between the digital world and the physical/
material world is opening up and allowing for simple, 
creative interaction between the two worlds!” 
— Jean-Luc Vallejo, CEO of iskn
The company is based in Grenoble, France.

20 
patents

80 years
of expertise

Made
in France

20 
employees
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Tristan Hautson
Director of Research and Development
After earning a degree in electronics and embedded systems from 
the engineering school ENSEIRB-MATMECA in 2010, Tristan 
Hautson began working for CEA-Leti on an internal resourcing 
project. The goal was to use a triaxial magnetometer network to 
track a magnet in 3D. He studied this technology for 18 months 
and developed electronic prototypes, dedicated algorithms, and 

demonstration models that showcased new possibilities. Over a 
two-year period, the technology matured and 11 patents 

were filed. In 2014, he left his position at CEA and 
became Director of Research and Development at 
iskn, a start-up founded to promote this technology. 
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Timothée Jobert
UX and Design Director
With a PhD in contemporary history, Timothée Jobert went on to 
specialize in technology design and user experience at Minatec Ideas 
Lab from 2006 to 2007. He then joined a start-up specializing in 
motion capture (Movea) and led a project on gaming. In 2010, he 
began working for a technological innovation laboratory at CEA 
Grenoble. There he developed a business focused on interaction 
design and user experience. He led several projects with major 
companies (ST Ericsson, Oxylane, Sanofi…) on concepts such as 

mobility and smart homes. In late 2010, he met Tristan Hautson 
and Jean-Luc Vallejo, and together they launched a new 

iskn technology project. In 2014, he left his position at 
CEA and became Managing Director and Director of 
User Experience at iskn. 



iskn 27the Slate ImaginkTechnology About Founders

Jean-Luc Vallejo
Chief Executive Officer
In 2008, Jean-Luc Vallejo finished his training and earned a Mas-
ter’s degree in innovation management. In 2010, he met Timothée 
Jobert and Tristan Hautson. They came up with the idea of using 
new technology from CEA-Leti to digitize handwriting while using 
a sheet of paper and pens that had no electronics.
At the time, he was the head of a laboratory for user-centered 
technological innovation.
In 2014, he left CEA-Leti to found iskn with his partners and be-
came the CEO.
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